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namely the ability to distinguish between the valuable
and the worthless products of imagination. The first
may be considered as intuitive imagination, wrhile the
latter may be called day-dreaming and lead to failure
and possibly tragedy.
Finally, in order to view the situation from another
angle, I tried to picture what wTould happen if I were
really to desert pioneer flying and prepare myself for
a career and a more conventional job. Then I realized
that this would mean failure and loss, personal and
otherwise. For myself, it would mean preferring a
comfortable job to a real chance to work, and possibly
leadership in a most interesting line of modern en-
gineering which had captured my whole heart and
soul. Moreover, quitting now would waste all the
confidence and support which I had received from my
family. So as a result of these and other thoughts, a
decision was reached not to slow down the work but
to push it ahead as vigorously as possible, even if
It meant sacrificing my diploma at the Polytechnic
Institute. Once the decision was made, my doubts and
worries disappeared, at least for a while.
During the latter part of December, a programme
of future activity was prepared and the work resumed,
I wanted to use as many parts of the 8-3 as possible, in-
cluding the engine, and to produce the 8-4 plane, intro-
ducing certain improvements. Besides that, I decided
to build another aeroplane, the 8-5, with a heavier,
more reliable engine, larger wing area, different con-
trol arrangements, and various other changes, which
had been suggested by careful study and an analysis
of previous planes. The programme called for both
planes to be ready for flight early in the spring.